
The Sonoma County Horse Council (SCHC) welcomes you to Open Arena Night at 
the Sonoma County Fairgrounds.  We hope you have a safe and enjoyable 

evening. 

 

Everyone present must acknowledge that s/he has read and agrees to the 
following rules: 

 

Everyone present must register and sign a release before unloading horses. 

Each horse on the Fairgrounds must be accompanied by a responsible adult; horses 
may not be tied to trailers or fences and left unattended while the person who brought 
them rides another horse. If a rider wishes to bring more than one horse, s/he must 
bring a helper. 

Riders must be at least 8 years of age. A minor’s release must be signed by a PARENT 
OR LEGAL GUARDIAN. Trainers or family friends are not legal guardians of minor 
riders. 

Minors must wear helmets. 

Each rider must be able to control his/her horse. 

All riders must observe basic arena etiquette: 

 Riders approaching each other must pass left shoulder to left shoulder. 

 Horses at the walk should be closest to the rail. 

 Horses passing a walking horse should move off the rail to pass. 

 Distance between horses should be at least two horse lengths. 

The SCHC may limit the number of horses in the arena at any time. 

People on foot are permitted in the arena at the discretion of the SCHC. 

Use of equipment inside the arena — poles, cones, etc. — may be permitted at the 
discretion of the SCHC; no jumps or flags are allowed. 

All manure in any area outside the arena must be picked up and hauled away; 
bring a manure fork and take all manure with you when you leave, there will not 
be a bin or bunker for use on the Fairgrounds.  

Fairgrounds stalls are not available and the Fairgrounds will charge a fee to anyone 
who uses a stall. 

The SCHC, in its sole discretion, may deny any horse/rider admission to the arena, and 
may require any horse/rider to leave the arena and the Fairgrounds. 


